Introduction.
Introduction.
Vitamin D metabolism during gestation and lactation has been investigated in rats (Weisman et al., 1976 (Weisman et al., ,1978b Lester, Gray and Lorenc, 1978 ; Halloran, Barthell and De Luca, 1979 ; Pike et a/., 1979) , sheep (Ross et al., 1979) and humans (Kumar et a/., 1979 ; Seino et al., 1980 ; Steichen et al., 1980) . However, to our knowledge, the interrelations between bovine maternal-foetal vitamin D metabolites are unexplored. The purpose ofour study was to determine (i) whether vitamin D metabolites, 25-hydroxyvitamin D (25-OH D) ; 1,25-dihydroxyvitamin D (1,25-(OH) 2 D) and 24, ,D), are detectable in calves during the last month of gestation, (ii) whether the foetal levels of these plasma metabolites are related to maternal concentrations, and (iii) if there are immediate pre-or postnatal changes in vitamin D metabolites in the term calf.
( 1 ) Correspondence to : J.-P. Barlet, I.N.R.A., Theix, 63110 (Dardillat, Lefaivre and Barlet, 1977 (Weisman et al., 1976) , the 26-day rabbit foetus (Sunaga et al., 1979) and the 61-day guinea-pig foetus (Fenton and Britton, 1980 
